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The Lebanon Borough Volunteer Fire Company has scheduled their Open House 

for Sunday afternoon October 11th.  Come enjoy a ride on the firetruck! 

 

http://www.lebanonboro.com/


     

    Lebanon Reformed Church 

100 Brunswick Ave, Lebanon, NJ 08833 

(908) 236-6167 

Thomas E. Jones, Pastor 

 

Fall 2015 at Lebanon Reformed Church is the time for children to COME BACK TO SUNDAY SCHOOL.  Christian 

education is offered to children in Lebanon Borough community.  All K-8th grade students are encouraged to 

attend.  The children meet with Melanie Ikenson in the lower classrooms of fellowship hall from 9:30-10:30am.  

All children and their families are then welcome to stay for the 10:30am worship service.  Every week during the 

service, Pastor Thomas Jones offers a brief interactive Children’s Message, geared to the interest of children. 

Afterward, the children may go with Miss Melanie to the nursery for the remainder of the service.  Coffee and 

refreshments are served in fellowship hall after the service, for all who attend. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY and discussion group, also on Sundays at 9:30-10:15am, is led by Jaime and Nancy DeJesus 

in the Skunk House. 

OPEN CUPBOARD FOOD PANTRY donations of nonperishable food, personal hygiene items and baby care 

products are accepted every Sunday.  

BACON, BIBLE AND BRO’S, LRC’s men’s bible study with breakfast and fellowship, is led by Pastor Tom.  Men in 

the community are invited to this meeting on the first Saturday of every month at 8am in fellowship hall.  Bring 

your friends. 

The Lebanon Lantern readers are encouraged to submit prayer requests for our attention to LRC email, 

lebanonrefchurch@aol.com or call 236-6176. 

OPEN ARMS SENIOR DAY CLUB is a safe, supervised social setting where families may bring their frail elderly.  It 

is conveniently located in the center of Lebanon Borough in LRC fellowship hall.  The caring staff at Open Arms 

supervises light activity for seniors and serves a hot lunch, Monday–Friday.  Open Arms hosts an Alzheimer 

support group for caregivers in the Skunk House. www.openarmshealth.com.  (908)840-4128. 

PEDALS FOR PROGRESS used bicycle collection is scheduled Saturday Oct.10th 9am - 12 noon.  LRC will be 

accepting used bicycle donations for this non-profit program, which ships bicycles to developing countries. 

There they are used as environmentally sound basic transportation for community projects and schools.  A $10 

donation is requested with each bicycle to supplement the $40 cost for assembly and shipping.  

LEBANON BOROUGH SENIOR CITIZENS are invited to COMPLEMENTARY DINNER and ENTERTAINMENT featuring 

“DeJesus Inspires”.  The event is in LRC fellowship hall on Saturday, Nov.7th.  Call for show time and to make a 

reservation, as seating is limited.  (908)963-8899.  The hall is wheelchair accessible. 

FAMILY PROMISE OF HUNTERDON COUNTY children and their parents will have LRC prepare hot meals for them 

on four evenings this fall.  LRC website will have updates on all LRC outreach programs and activities. 

www.lebanonreformedchurch.org 

 

 

http://www.openarmshealth.com/
http://www.lebanonreformedchurch.org/


Historical Committee 

 

Historic Building Designation and the Building Code 

There is a significant benefit to being on the NJ and Federal Historic Register, and few people are aware of it.  

As you may know the NJ State Building Code is continuously being revised and updated.  Many of these changes 

have to do with evolving concerns about safety and structural integrity.  One example is the height of a railing 

on your front porch.  If you look around town, you may notice that those old Victorians have railings as low as 

24 inches, and newer homes have railings that are at least 30 inches.  If a homeowner was to rebuild his or her 

porch, the railing would have to be up graded: unless the structure is on the Historic Register.  The state building 

code has a special section for these structures, and it provides reduced standards in order to preserve the 

architectural aspects of historic structures.  When you apply for a building permit, check to see if the structure 

is on the register to get the benefit of this provision.  There are currently 248 structures in Lebanon Borough; 

these include homes, sheds, fences, and springhouses. 

 

Hotel restored high railing based on state code at               Older photo showing low railing and no railing             
the time of restoration (64b)                                                 hotel railing. 

              
 

Did You Know? 

In the early days of telephone service, the “big boys” AT&T etc. abandoned the rural areas to focus on the cities 

where people were close together.  The rural areas were left to fend for themselves and created local companies 

and farmer co-ops.  In today’s world of fiber optic cable and Wi-Fi, everyone is clamoring for more bandwidth, 

but back then it was just a connection folks wanted.  These little companies with even smaller wallets actually 

used the fences along farms for telephone service.  In Lebanon, the local company was formed in 1902.  Here is 

a bill from another local company the Lebanon Fence Company. 

Knox Fence bill to Lebanon Phone Co. for wire 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lebanon Borough Shade Tree Committee 

August Was Murder on Trees 

It seems to happen every Summer, we get a long period four to five weeks of little or no rain.  Shallow rooted 

trees such as maples, dogwoods, birches, as well as, trees planted over the last three years are suffering serious 

damage.  I am seeing mature dogwoods with their leaves dried up and curled, and they will likely not survive. 

Many homeowners are fooled by a short violent thunderstorm that may drop a quarter of an inch of rain.  This 

is nowhere near enough in 90 degree heat especially if it is also breezy.  There are some simple tricks to 

determine when to water.  Look at the grass.  The grass around a maple or dogwood will dry out sooner than 

the rest of the lawn.  This is due to the fact that both are competing for the same water and therefore, the area 

dried out sooner (oaks are deep rooted so this effect is delayed).  Grass roots go down a good 24 inches, so 

when they turn to straw, there isn’t any moisture left in the surface soil.  The second clue is when the older 

leaves start to curl up or the new growth starts to droop.  These signs are evidence of the tree going into self-

preservation; the next step will be a mass shedding of leaves.  A daily short sprinkling won’t do it, a good deep 

soaking is required.  So get out there before it is hot and bring your favorite tunes along.  Once a week should 

do it and mulch does help, but please don’t bury the tree in mulch and keep the trunk clear of mulch.  Rutgers 

has an excellent brochure on the damage caused by volcano mulch.  It is RCE Fact Sheet FS099 and can be 

download from this link:  http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/publication.asp?pid=FS099 

A final reminder both tree, shrub and grass roots grow best in the Fall so keep watering right into December.  

The Lebanon Borough Seniors Club 

The Lebanon Borough Senior Club meets the 4th Wednesday of the month at 10:00AM.  Membership is open to 

anyone over the age of 55.  Membership dues for Lebanon Borough residents is $15.00 paid yearly and non-

residents the yearly dues is $20.00. 

The trip to the Golden Oktoberfest at Plazl Brauhaus in Pomona, New York, will take place on Tuesday, October 

13th.  On arrival, folks will be offered coffee, tea, or decaf and scones.  Dinner is served at noon with soup, salad, 

rolls and butter and your choice of half a roasted chicken or roast pork or sauerbraten.  There will be family style 

bratwurst, spare ribs, red cabbage, sauerkraut and applesauce.  Beer, soda and apple cider will be served from 

noon to five.  At 4:00 p.m., you may choose a turkey or Black Forest ham sandwich and pretzels and coffee and 

tea.  Enjoy a day of music, dancing, entertainment and Gemutlichkeit!  The cost is $80 for non-members and 

$68 for members, which must be paid by the September 23rd meeting.  The bus will leave Lebanon Plaza at 9:00 

a.m. and return between 6:00 and 6:15 p.m.  

The Christmas Party will take place on Thursday, December 10th, beginning at 12:00 noon at the Mountain View 

Chalet.  The choice of entrees is Chicken Marsala or Broiled Salmon with dill sauce or Prime Rib of Beef.  The 

cost is $30 for members and there will be a cash bar.  Members must provide their own transportation.  The 

entertainment will be provided by Jean Marie of ‘Sophistication’ which will feature music from the 1940s to the 

present.  

FYI.  There will be a Health Fair at our October meeting.  Rite Aid of Whitehouse will give flu shots. (16 of our 

members have signed up so far.)  If you want a flu shot and haven’t yet signed up, please see Mary Ann at the 

September meeting.  You will need a screening and consent form and your insurance card.  Also at our October 

meeting, Pia from Senior Services will talk about Open Enrollment.   



Recreation Events 

 
Saturday, October 31 Trick or Treat 4:00-7:00 

Halloween Parade starts at 6:45 pm at Round Valley Methodist Church 

Followed by Refreshments and Prizes at Lebanon Borough School 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Tree Lighting and Visit from Santa 

Sunday, November 29, 2015 
Parade starts at the Fire House on Main Street 

Followed by Refreshments and gifts at Lebanon Borough School 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Burning of the Greens –12th Night 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 Bonfire starts at 6:30 pm in the 

park behind the school followed by refreshments and the 

crowning of the King and Queen 
 



News From Lebanon Borough School 

I hope this letter finds you well.  As you know the opening of the 2015-2016 school year is here already, and I 
trust you had an enjoyable summer vacation filled with fun and excitement.  With the summer drawing to a 
close, I believe it is now time to begin getting emotionally and mentally prepared for the school year.   
 
For some of you, the Lebanon Borough School will be your first experience with a public school system.  Let me 
assure you that your children are in excellent hands.  The staff at the Lebanon Borough School is a highly 
dedicated group of professionals who strive to create a positive learning environment, which promotes self-
efficacy, self-esteem, and the value of education.  These core values are communicated to your children on a 
daily basis.  For veteran parents who are familiar with the staff at the Lebanon Borough School, I am confident 
you would agree with my sentiments. 
        
Our faculty members have been extremely busy this summer preparing for the upcoming school year by setting 
personal and classroom goals, preparing their classrooms, developing lesson plans, writing curriculum, and 
reviewing/studying the (Go-Math) math program and our (Reading Street) ELA program.  Our faculty has also 
participated in numerous state mandated on-line training courses sponsored by “SafeSchools.” 
   
Speaking of staff, as he enters into the “retirement phase” of his life, we would like to wish Mr. Marsteller good 
luck, congratulations, and a big “thanks” for his many years of dedicated service to the Lebanon Borough School.  
Mr. Marsteller will be sorely missed!  To that end, I am extremely excited to introduce Mrs. Suzanne Lawn as 
our new Fourth Grade Teacher.  Mrs. Lawn is a resident of Annandale and was working part-time as a 
BSI/Reading Specialist for the High Bridge School System.  Welcome to the “Lebanon Borough Family” Mrs. 
Lawn. 
 
Additionally, I extremely excited to introduce Elizabeth Snedeker as the new Preschool Teacher at LBS.  Ms. 
Snedeker worked as a personal aide last year in the Preschool classroom.  This year, Ms. Snedeker will be the 
lead teacher in the Pre-school classroom, working with Ms. Dulovich (Special Ed.) and Mrs. Werner (teaching 
assistant). 
 
Mr. Haag and Mr. Corso have been working extremely hard ensuring that your children will start the 2015-2016 
school year in a building that is safe, clean, attractive and provides a conducive atmosphere for learning.  I would 
be remiss if I did not take a minute to thank Mrs. Driscoll and Mrs. Duell for their attention to detail with regard 
to office duties allowing for a smooth, seamless opening to the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
During the 2014/15 school year, Ms. Pritchard began a before/after school intramural sports program. This 
proved to be a large success and as such, we will continue this program throughout the 2015-2016 school year.  
According to the Scholastic Student Athlete Safety Act, in order for your child to participate in our intramural 
program, any student wishing to participate in a school sponsored sport/activity must undergo a sports physical 
examination.  The physical examination is a mandatory prerequisite, in addition to the intramural sport packet 
provided by our school nurse.  Please complete the packet and return it to us by September 11, 2015 for 
participation in our intramural program.  Students will not be permitted to participate if the complete packet is 
not returned.  Please call our school nurse, Mrs. Kosciolek at 908-230-2448 ext. 114 if you have any questions 
or concerns. 

 
We have upgraded our school security which includes a double-locking system for entry into the school.  Within 
the two sets of entry doors will be a drop off table for any items which your child has forgotten (i.e. lunches, 
homework, projects, instruments, etc.).  Please leave these items on the table and sign them in.  There will also 
be another sign in sheet for students who are tardy.  Please sign your child in, then ring the second buzzer so 
your child will be allowed admittance into the building.  If you need to come into the building for any reason, 
please call the main office ahead of time so that we will be expecting you.  After attending numerous safety and 



security workshops and speaking with Kevin Burd from the Hunterdon County Prosecutor’s Office, we believe 
this security protocol will best serve our school. 
 
Finally, since we recognize that parents are their children's first and most important teachers, we need your 
cooperation and involvement to provide them with the best education possible.  Take time to talk with your 
children about their school experiences.  Your interest and concern in their school progress will motivate them 
to do their best.  Maintain contact with your children's teachers and with me.  Ask questions and communicate 
concerns so that we can build a partnership which will ensure student success. 

 
WELCOME BACK AND PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES!     

 http://lbsd.schoolwires.com  
Yours truly, 
Robert S. Sutter, Ed.D. 
 

2013 Homestead Benefit 
 

New Jersey homeowners will begin to receive their 2013 Homestead Benefit application packets shortly. The 
Division of Taxation will be mailing applications. The deadline for filing is Friday, October 30, 2015. 
Homeowners who have already sold the home that was their principal residence on October 1, 2013, or who 
plan to sell should pay particular attention to the packet instructions regarding sale of property to ensure 
they complete the application correctly. 
The Homestead Benefit Internet filing application on the Division of Taxation website 
(www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/) and automated telephone filing system (1-877-658-2972) will be available 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week during the filing period. 
 
Homeowners may be eligible for the 2013 Homestead Benefit if they met the following conditions: 
• Domicile (permanent legal residence) was in New Jersey. 
• Owned and occupied a home in New Jersey that was their principal residence on October 1, 2013. 
• Had New Jersey gross income for 2013 that was not more than $150,000 for homeowners who were 65 or 
older or disabled, and not more than $75,000 for homeowners who were under age 65 and not disabled. The 
income limits apply to a single individual, a married/civil union couple living in the same residence, and a 
married/civil union partner maintaining a residence separate from their spouse/civil union partner. 
• The home was subject to local property taxes, and the 2013 property taxes were paid.  (The State Budget 
requires that the benefit amount be calculated using 2006 property taxes.) 
 
State Budget limited eligibility for 2013 benefits for senior/disabled homeowners to those with New Jersey gross 
income of $150,000 or less, and for non-senior/nondisabled homeowners to those with New Jersey gross 
income of $75,000 or less.  Homeowners will not receive applications for 2013 if they do not meet the income 
requirements. 

 

Environmental Commission 

GMO Yes or No? 

This article could be about food or the environment, it is in fact about a tree species that impacts both of these 

areas, and it is good news!  Over the years, a fair amount has been written about the demise of the American 

chestnut tree.  This forest giant was the dominant tree in the Eastern forest until an Asian fungus that was 

accidentally imported killed them off.  Estimates are that 3 to 5 billion trees were lost.  While the trees were 

killed, the roots continue to send up shoots, which succumb to the fungus over and over again.  The tree was a 

producer of desirable and useful lumber as well as nutritious nuts for man and beast.  The recent issue of the 

New York Forest Owner has two very hopeful stories about restoring this tree. 



 

The first one deals with the efforts of a group known as The American Chestnut Foundation (TACF).  This group, 

founded in 1983, started a complex breeding program to transfer genes from Asian chestnuts, which are 

immune to American chestnuts, which are not.  By crossing the two and then after the new trees are about 

three years old, they are injected with the fungus.  Survivors are then crossed again with pure American 

chestnuts.  The effort is now in its sixth generation and has produced trees that are resistant and also 96% 

American chestnut.  There is still testing to be done and then wide scale distribution in 5 to 10 years. 

 

The second article was the stunner.  Written by two professors and a researcher from the State University of 

New York (SUNY), this article describes the results of their effort to genetically modify the genes of the American 

chestnut.  As it turns out, there are about 45,000 genes in the American chestnut and by adding just two genes 

from wheat they have been able to produce a resistant chestnut.  This tree variety called “Darling” is 99.996% 

American versus the hybrid from the TACF, which still has around 2,000 genes from the Asian variety.  The 

introduced wheat genes are safe (we have been eating them for 10,000 years) and have nothing to do with the 

gluten aspect of wheat.  Nevertheless, this new tree will go through the rigorous GMO testing, which will take 

an estimated 5 years before it can be commercially produced and sold. 

Bright Horizons at Lebanon Recognizes National Peace Day  

At Bright Horizons of Lebanon, teachers look for opportunities to promote peace and tolerance, connect caring 

around the World, support the community and get children involved in making the world a more beautiful and 

sustainable place.  They do this through Bright Horizon’s Toward a Better World Curriculum component of the 

World at Their Fingertips which supports and guides children’s development of empathy, compassion and social 

awareness.  By focusing on fostering lifelong qualities of caring, kindness and understanding, Toward a Better 

World builds on the desire to take action and make the world a better place.  

The students at Bright Horizons of Lebanon had the opportunity to engage in different activities on Monday, 

September 21st as the school observed International Peace Day.  The infants painted peace signs, which were 

hung on a mobile; the toddlers went on a peace march around the school and also participated in a group song 

and dance about peace.  The Preschool and Kindergarten Prep students discussed world peace during their 

morning meetings.  They painted a dove as a sign of peace.  During Cooking Club, children baked peace cookies, 

which were then enjoyed by everyone during afternoon snack.  

“The International Day of Peace, sometimes unofficially known as World Peace Day, is observed annually on 

September 21st.  It is dedicated to world peace, and specifically the absence of war and violence.  The day was 

first celebrated in 1982, and is kept by many nations, political groups, military groups, and peoples.  The Day was 

dedicated by the Secretary-General of the United Nations to peace education for the first time in 2013, as a key 

preventive means to reduce war sustainably.  To inaugurate the day, the United Nations Peace Bell is rung at the 

UN Headquarters in New York City.  The bell is cast from coins donated by children from all continents, except 

for Africa, and was a gift from the United Nations Association of Japan, as "a reminder of the human cost of war"; 

the inscription on its side reads, "Long live absolute world peace.” (Wikipedia)  

At Bright Horizons we believe in developing social awareness, fostering compassion and getting children 

involved in opportunities, which extend teachings beyond the classroom.  To learn more about Bright Horizons 

Early Education and Preschool, contact us at 908-236-0226 or www.brighthorizons.com/lebanon.    

Bright Horizons Early Education and Preschool is located at 1388 Route 22 West, Lebanon, NJ.  

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

  



 

To Advertise in The Lebanon Lantern and reach almost 700 addresses within the community for the four 

publications annually, the charge will remain the same in 2014: 

$  50 business card size 

$  75 quarter page 

$150 half page 

$300 full page 

Please contact the municipal office at 236-2425. 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 



 

 



 



The Borough of Lebanon Governing Body 

 

Mayor Michael F. Reino               mreino@lebanonboro.com 

Council President Richard Burton           rburton@lebanonboro.com 

Councilman Sam Berger     sberger@lebanonboro.com 

Councilman Robert Junge             rjunge@lebanonboro.com 

Councilman John Knoble               jknoble @lebanonboro.com  

Councilman James Pittinger             jpittinger@lebanonboro.com 

Councilwoman Bonnie Schmidt           bschmidt@lebanonboro.com 

 

 

Municipal Contacts 

 

Karen Romano, Municipal Clerk    clerk@lebanonboro.com 

Lisa Saharic, Deputy Clerk    deputy@lebanonboro.com 

Kay Winzenreid, Tax Collector    tax@lebanonboro.com 

Jeffrey Burd, Tax Assessor    assessor@lebanonboro.com 
 

 

 
 

GETTING MARRIED 

Download your Marriage Application at www.lebanonboro.com 

Present the completed application 30 days before your event at 

the Borough Hall with your partner and a witness. 

 

 

 

THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE ENCOURAGES COMMENTS AND ARTICLES. 

Submission deadline for the Winter Edition is Friday, December 11, 2015. 

You can email your submission to:  bschmidt@lebanonboro.com 

 

Please check the tab titled Announcements on our website http://lebanonboro.com for any 

updates or changes. 

mailto:deputy@lebanonboro.com
mailto:tax@lebanonboro.com
mailto:assessor@lebanonboro.com
mailto:bschmidt@lebanonboro.com
http://www.lebanonboro.com/
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IMPORTANT  PHONE  NUMBERS 
 

Emergency 911 

 

Lebanon Borough Volunteer Fire Dept 

908-236-2792 

 

State Police 

908-730-6100 

 

Lebanon Borough Hall 

908-236-2425 
 

PLEASE KEEP 

LEBANON BOROUGH 

CLEAN 
 

 

 

 

LEBANON BOROUGH HAS ITS OWN HOME ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB 

GO TO www.lebanonboro.com 


